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40 Hebraica. 

and he who makes use of the crown (of the law for his own end) shall perish. 1 

14. He said moreover : If I am not for myseif , who will he for me ? And 
when I am not for myself, what am I ? and if not at present, when then ? 

15. Shammas 2 said : Make thy study of the law fixed; speak little but do 
much, 3 and receive everyone with a pleasant face. 

16. ^Rabban 5 Gamaliel said: Obtain for thyself a teacher and be quit of 
doubt, 8 and do not indulge too much in tithing by conjecture. 7 

17. Simeon his son said : All my days have I been brought up among wise 
men, and never found anything better for man 8 than silence ; and the study 9 
is not the principal thing 10 but the practice 11 ; and whoever indulges in much 
talking causes sin. 12 

19. Rabban Simeon, the son of Gamaliel, said: The direction of the world 
depends upon three things, viz. : on truth and on justice and on peace, for it is 
said 18 : " Truth and judgment of peace judge ye in your gates. 
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We speak of the modern practice of the art. Accuracy and speed are two val- 
ued qualities for which every writer of Hebrew naturally strives. It is not out of 
place to add beauty also if it can be had without too great expense of time. The 
nice distinctions to be observed in the formation of certain letters have perplexed 
many and perhaps disheartened some. Let all such be of good cheer, there is a 
right way to do even this, and, as usually, the right way is the easier. The He- 



Idleness is the root of all evil, and an idle brain is the devil's workshop. Seneca says Epist. 
82, 3: otium sine litUris mors eat et lurniinis. viirt seputtura]. 

i It was prohibited to receive any payment for instruction in the law. Comp. Nedarim fol 62. 
col. 1 ; Baha Bathra fol. 8, col. 1. 

2 This name already occurs. 1 Chron. ii., 28, 44. 

3 This is illustrated Bdba Mezia fol. 87 col. 1 by an example of Abraham, who offered the three 
men a morsel of bread (Gen. xviii., 5) but afterwards brought the best that he had. 

4 %% i.,16— ii., 7 are later additions, ii., 8 immediately follows i., 15 

6 The preceding sages without any title. No title was the highest degree. Rabban (here for 
the first time) is more than Rabbi and Rab. 

6 [Comp. Jas. i., 6]. 

' 1D1K conjecture. The heave-offering, theruma, was given 101X3, Menachoth fol. 54 col. 2, i.e., 
it was not necessary to measure oft exactly the 50th part. Leusden remarks correctly: Ne dato 
saepius decimas ex coirjectura, vel minus dando vel plus. Si minus dederis. avarus judicaberis 
et peccabis: plus dando vel prodigus habeberis vel hypocrita. 

s *HJ la) body, (/3) person, iv., 6; similar here where itis best to translate " man;" (y) essence 
main thing, thus, iii., 18 noSn 'SU main halachoth, essential doctrines, v., 8 may 'DU nj,'2ty 
seven main sins. 

9 Study, investigation (2 Chron. xiii., 22; xxiv., 87 signification doubtful). t^TTO HJTX v., 13 
house of study [college]. 

10 -\pp ( a \, root - VJ~yti, (3) basis, the essential thing. 

u [Comp. Rom. ii., 13; 1 Cor., iv., 20; Jas. i., 23.] 

12 Comp. Prov. x., 19. 

13 Zech. viii., 16. According to the best witnesses this quotation is a later edition.— 1DXJB' is 
used in quotations ii., 9; iii., 2 and often. Other forms see under iii., 7a. 



General Notes. 41 

brew letters are written from left to right, and shaded horizontally instead of 
perpendicularly as in English. The Hebrew stylus was a square cornered instru- 
ment, most easily imitated in our hands by a " stub " or engrossing pen. (Spencer- 
ian, Gothic, No. 22 is excellent.) This pen should be held between the first and 
second fingers at an angle of 45 degrees with the hand, so as to present its widest 
surface to the horizontal stroke. As a general rule each letter requires two 
strokes for its completion, except those obviously made with one stroke, and jf, 
H, and fl, which require three. 

As a general rule also, all the letters are made by beginning with the upper 
stroke, but it is important to note certain exceptions. If it is impossible to shade 
Hebrew letters correctly and rapidly in the usual manner of holding a pen, it is 
equally impossible to construct these exceptional letters readily and well unless 
we make the lower stroke first. These letters are similar to others which precede 
them alphabetically, and were probably constructed by a reversed mode of forma- 
tion to produce distinctive features. They are 3, Q, J, D and Q. 

The cleavage of stone, the yielding of wax or clay and the flow of ink naturally 
produce bold lines and sharp angles when two lines are brought together at right 
angles, as in the cases where the upper stroke is made first. When the lower 
stroke is made first the termination of the line is in the direction from which the 
complementary line is expected and accordingly weak and uncertain. This law 
is clearly illustrated in the letters 3 and 3 which are otherwise precisely alike. 
In the case of J and % it is to be observed that in addition to this tendency, the 
downward stroke when made first glides past the point of junction, an accident 
which would be avoided in the reversed mode of construction. The distinction 
between "J and "J is of a similar nature, the former being composed of two strokes 
and the latter of but one. 

£3 can not be perfectly formed in less than two strokes, and Q is swiftly and 
accurately formed only by producing a character like the right hand portion of {J 
and afterward adding as a third stroke a * on the left shoulder. J"\ is distinguish- 
ed from n as much by its being composed of two strokes instead of three, as by 
its foot at the base of the left line. 

U is exactly like 3 with the addition of the distinctive mark, and the practised 
eye distinguishes it from 3 quite as much by its reversed formation as by its dis- 
tinctive sign. 



•MSEIJEIflni'MJOTES.-* 



The Accentuation of the Three Poetical Books.— The questions have often 
been asked, Why the three (so-called) Poetical Books — Psalms, Proverbs, and 
Job — have a different accentuation from the twenty-one Prose Books; and 
again, why — if there was to be a distinction— the poetical accentuation should 
have been confined to the three books above-named, when there are other 
books which, if their poetical character be regarded, seem equally to claim 
it. There was clearly no necessity for any distinction at all, for we find 
the same portions Pss. xviii. and cv. .1-15, at one time marked with the 
poetical, and at another (see 2 Sam. xxn., and 1 Chron. xvi. 8-22) with the prose 



